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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


item  (NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 


Subject:     "Shopping  for  Window  Shades".        Information  approved  by  the 

Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.S.D.A. 

Bulletin  available:     "Window  Curtaining". 


My  young  neighbor  across  the  street  was  not  her  usual  cheery  self 
when  I  dropped  in  to  see  her  yesterday.     Though  she  told  me  she  was  delighted 
to  see  me,  she  looked  as  if  something  had  happened  that  had  caused  her 
naturally  gay  heart  to  go  down  to  her  heels. 

"How  is  everything  in  your  home  this  bright  morning?"     I  asked. 

"Oh,  all  right,"  she  answered.    But  in  the  dreariest  voice  you  ever 
heard.      Something  was  certainly  all  wrong. 

I  glanced  about  her  pleasant  little  kitchen.    As  usual  it  was  shining 
with  cleanliness. 

"Your  husband, "  I  said,   "was  a  lucky  man  when  he  got  you.  There 
aren't  many  wives,  young  or  old,  who  keep  their  houses  as  you' do — spotless 
and  in  apple  pie  order  at  any  hour  of  the  day.     The  best  of  it  is  that 
you  aren't  fussy  about  it  or  uncomfortably  tidy." 

My  little  friend  made  an  effort  at  a  smile  and  thanked  me,  but  then 
looked  as  mournful  as  before. 

So  I  tried  again. 

"Whenever  I  come  into  this  kitchen  of  yours,  winter  or  summer,  it  makes 
me  cheerful.    You  certainly  were  wise  to  choose  a  soft  yellow  for  the  walls 
and  those  daintly  flowered  curtains  at  the  windows  to  harmonize.    The  whole 
impression  the  room  gives  is  of  cheerfulness  and  sunny  light." 

"I'm  so  glad  you  like  it,  Aunt  Sammy.  Sometimes  I've  wondered 
whether  this  yellow  color  won't  be  too  glaring  in  hot  weather  when  the 
summer  sun  pours  in. " 


"Soft  cheerful  colors  are  pleasant  at  any  season,  I  think, "     I  said. 
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"And  in  summer  any  glare  will  "be  shut  out  by  your  window  shades. 
Where  are  your  shades,  by  the  way?      You  don't  seem  to  have  them  up  this 
morning, " 

The  little  bride  looked  very  distressed. 

"Oh,"  she  said,  "if  you  knew  what  trouble  I've  been  having  lately 
with  the  shades  I  bought  just  last  year.    They  have  all  gone  to  pieces, 
and  Bill  is  furious  to  think  I  spent  so  much  money  cn  poor  material  and 
now  have  to  spend  it  all  over  again.     He  was  so  upset  over  it  that  he 
wouldn't  even  touch  his  omelet  for  breakfast.     It  was  one  of  my  very 
special  omelets,  too." 

"Gracious , "  I  said,   "Is  there  anything  I  can  do  to  help  matters?" 

"Perhaps  if  you  saw  these  shades  you  could  tell  me  what  the  trouble 
was  and  how  I  can  avoid  making  such  a  mistake  when  I  buy  new  ones." 

The  shades  were  produced  and  unrolled  for  me  to  look  at.    A  sad 
looking  lot  they  were. 

"Look  at  this  one,"  said  my  little  friend.     "It  has  worn  out  simply 
from  being  rolled  up  and  down.    And  here's  another  that  was  left  rolled 
down  for  a  few  months  last  summer  in  the  sun.     The  constant  sunlight  rotted 
the  fabric.    Here  is  the  one  we  had  in  the  bathroom.     It  was  spoiled  when 
water  from  the  shower  bath  spattered  on  it  and  made  these  big  spots  im- 
possible to  remove.    And  this  came  from  the  kitchen  window.     It  was  soiled 
so  I  tried  to  wash  it,  just  as  I've  seen  my  mother  wash  her  dishes.  I 
used  a  brush  and  warm  soapsuds,  all  accordirg   to  rule.     That  was  the  end  of 
that  shade.     The  sizing,  put  in  the  material  to  make  it  stiff,  came  out  in 
the  water,  the  color  ran  and  the  whole  thing  shrank.     I  never  dreamed  that 
window  shades  were  such  a  problem  and  that  so  may  disasters  could  befall 
them. " 

"I  suppose,"  I. told  her,   "that  shades  are  bought  so  rarely  that  most 
housekeepers  don't  acquire  the  information  about  them  which  their  expense 
warrants . " 

"That's  just  it,  Aunt  Sammy.     I  didn't  know  a  thing  about  shades,  so 
I  just  went  to  a  store  and  told  the  salesman  I  didn't  want  to  spend  much 
and  left  the  whole  selection  to  him.    He  said  he  had  some  bargains,  so  I 
took  them.    But  the  small  amount  I  saved  on  those  bargain  shades  was  not 
worth  it.     It  would  have  been  greater  economy  to  buy  a  better  guaranteed 
type  of  shade  that  could  be  cleaned  successfully  and  was  durable  enough  to 
stand  wear  and  sunlight.    When  next  I  go  shopping,   I'm  going  to  consider 
durability  and  ease  of  cleaning  first  and  then  the  thickness  of  the  fabric. 
Shades  for  bedrooms,  for  example,  must  be  opaque  to  shut  out  the  bright 
light.     Some  of  mine  were  too  thin.  11 

I  suggested  that  color  was  also  worth  considering  since  shades  are 
not  only  for  service  but  also  for  decoration.     They  should,  of  course,  sxiit 
the  color  schemes  of  the  rooms,  and  give  a  uniform  appearance  to  the 
windows  from  the  exterior  of  the  house.     I  told  her  about  my  cousin  who 
once  outfitted  her  house  with  different  colored  shades  in  every  room. 
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There  were  plain  light  shades  for  the  living  room,  dark  green  for  the 
nursery ^  flowered  chintz  with  scalloped  edges  for  the  guest  room  and  fringed 
edges  in  the  dining  room.    Each  room  looked  very  attractive  and  she  r.rns  well 
satisfied  with  her  selection  until  her  husband  came  home  and  told  her  that 
the  outside  of  the1  house  looked  like  Aunt  Hetty's  patchwork  quilt,  a  differ- 
ent patch  in  every  window.  ,    The  next  time  She  "bought  shades  she  chose  the 
duplex  kind,  those  made  with  a  uniform  color  On  the  outside  and  a  different 
color  on  the  inside. 

"Dear  me,'1  said  my  little,  friend.     "Thei'e  are  so  many  things  to  he 
considered*     Isn't  there  somewhere  to  go  for  reliable  information  about 
window  shades?    And  aren't  there  some  tests  for  good  shade  fabrics?" 

"Yes,  indeed,"  I  assured.     "Some  specialists  at  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics  have  been  investigating  this  very  subject  lately.     I'll  ask  them 
for  their  advice.     Then  there  is  a  bulletin  on  window  curtaining  published 
recently  which  has  several  pages  on  window  shades.-     It  is  free  for  the  asking 
if  you  write  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D„  C." 

When  I  left  the  little  bride's  house  I  went  down  to  visit  my  friend 
the  textile  spedialist. 

"Won't  you  give  me  some  advice  on  buying  window  shades?"  I  asked. 
"Lots  of  us  housekeepers  who  are  getting  our  homes  ready  for  summer  would 
like  some  good  practical  and  scientific  information  on  this  subject." 

"Well,"  she  said.   "If  I  were  going  shopping  for  shades,  I  would  figure 
up  beforehand  just  how  much  my  budget  would  alio?/  for  shades,  the  number  and 
size  of  windows  to  be  considered  and  a  general  idea  of  the  color  and  type  I 
wanted. 

"What  then?" 

"When  the  salesman  at  the  curtain  counter  confronts  you  with  technical 
names  of  shade  fabrics,  you  will  want  to  know  what  they  mean  and  how  each 
will  wear.     The  three  general  types  of  commercial  shades  are  Holland,  painted 
cloth,  and  pyroxylin  (pronounced  py-rox-i-lin)   impregnated.     All  these  are 
made  with  a  foundation  of  cotton  fabric,  either  cambric  or  muslin.  Holland 
cloth  in  our  grandmother's  time  was  linen.     Today  it  is  made  by  stiffening 
muslin    with  a  heavy  sizing  mixture  and  running  it  between  rollers  to  give  it 
a  smooth  glossy  appearance.    Painted  shades  are  made  by  applying  both  sizing 
and  paint  to  the  fabric.     These  come  in  different  qualities.    Pyroxylin  shades 
are  the  newest  kind  on  the  market.     They  are  waterproof  and  especially  useful 
in  kitchens  and  bathrooms. 

If  your  merchant  can  make  you  shades  according  to  measure  from  any 
shade  cloth  you  select,  ask  him  for  samples  that  you  may  take  home  to  test. 
One  way  to  judge  wearing  quality  is  to  rub  the  sample  between  your  hands  and 
then  hold  it  before  the  light  where  any  breaks  or  splits  can  be  seen.  A 
good  fabric  will  not  crack  or  break.      Notice  also  whether  the  fabric  is 
evenly  woven  and  free  from  imperfections.      Next  test  the  material  to  be  sure 
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it  can  be  cleaned.    Place  the  sample  flat  on  the  table  and  scrub  it  with  warn 
suds.    Then  see  how  it  looks  when  it  is  dry.    Resistance  to  sunlight  may  be 
tested  by  exposing  a  sample  at  a  window  for  a  week.     If  it  shows  signs  of 
burning  or  fading  it  is  a  poor  buy. " 

I  told  the  textile  specialist  that  I  was  glad  there  were  people  like 
her  in  this  world  to  help  bewildered  housewives.     I  also  told  her  that  the 
next  time  anyone  asked  me  about  window  shades,   I  would  be      gold  mine  of 
information,  thanks  to  her. 


Friday:     "Tea  on  Sunday" 


